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SUBJ: BONGO'S VIEWS ON MIDDLE-EAST CRISIS 

1. IN GENERAL TOUR D HORIZON WITH ME OCTOBER 10 
PRESIDENT BONGO DISCUSSED MIDDLE-EAST CRISIS AND 
US-GABONESE RELATIONS (LATTER BEING REPORTED SEPTEL). 

2. BONGO SAID HE WAS WORRIED THAT IF WAR DRAGGED ON 
IN MIDDLE-EAST IT COULD GO BADLY FOR ISRAEL. HE TOLD 
ME HE HAD DECIDED NOT TO GO TO UGANDA (AS HAD BEEN 
EARLIER ANNOUNCED) BUT TO SEND A DELEGATION INSTEAD 
WHEN HE HEARD OF AMIN S PLANS TO GET INVOLVED IN WAR 
AGAINST ISRAEL. 

3. BONGO DISCUSSED MOBUTU'S RECENT BREAK WITH ISRAEL 
AND POINTED OUT THAT GABON WAS FINDING ITSELF IN 

EVER SHRINKING NUMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES WHICH STILL 
RECOGNIZED ISRAEL. THIS SUBJECT CLEARLY PREOCCUPIED 
HIM AND HE ASKED RHETORICALLY WHAT GOOD IT WOULD DO 
TO BREAK WITH ISRAEL. I TOLD HIM I THOUGHT THIS 
WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL AND THAT IT WAS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT AT THIS TIME TO KEEP CHANNELS OPEN AND 
ENCOURAGE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. HE SEEMED TO AGREE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 00884 110849Z 

AND I DO NOT EXPECT HE WILL TAKE ANY ACTION IN 
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BREAKING WITH ISRAEL AT THIS TIME. A SUDDEN DECISION 
TO DO SO CANNOT, OF COURSE, BE EXCLUDED DEPENDING ON 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS. 

4. BONGO MENTIONED HIS CONVERSION TO ISLAM IN OFF-HANDED 
FASHION, CLEARLY SEEKING TO PLAY DOWN ITS 
SIGNIFICANCE. HE SAID HE DID NOT INTEND TO CHANGE HIS 
NAME TO OMAR AS SUGGESTED TO HIM AT TIME HIS 
CONVERSION, AND JOKED ABOUT CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES 
HE HAD RECEIVED. 

MCKESSON 
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